THE BULL RAMPANT
was entered on August jd by Cesare Borgia in com-
mand of the vanguard of the army. "He who had
come as a cardinal to crown King Federigo, came now
as a condottiero to depose him/'
Federigo offered to surrender to the French all the
fortresses that still held for him, on condition that he
should have safe-conduct to Ischia and liberty to re-
main there for six months. This was agreed, and
Federigo was further permitted to take with him his
moveable possessions and his artillery, which latter,
however, he afterwards sold to the Pope.
Thus the last member of the House of Aragon to sit
upon the throne of Naples took his departure, accom-
panied by the few faithful ones who loved him well
enough to follow him into exile; amongst these was
that poet Sanazzaro, who, to avenge the wrong suf-
fered by the master whom he loved, was to launch his
terrible epigrams against Alexander, Cesare, and Lu-
crezia, and by means of those surviving verses enable
the enemies of the House of Borgia to vilify its
memory through centuries to follow.
Federigo's captains Prospero and Fabrizio Colonna,
upon being ransomed, took their swords to Gonzalo
de Cordoba, hoping for the day when they might
avenge upon the Borgia the ruin which, even in this
Neapolitan conquest, they attributed to the Pope and
his son.
And here, so far as Naples is concerned, closes the
history of the House of Aragon. In Italy it was ex-
tinct; and it was to become so, too> in Spain within
the century.